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I.—Forricn Po.itics. 


The Bhdérat Mitra, of the 1st September, says that the traders who aro 

coming from Cabul to Peshawar are bringing the 
news that there is not a single military man left in 
(‘abul, and the police are doing the duties of the military in that city. 

2g. The Samay, of the 2nd September, says that the letter addressed 
by the Government of India to the Amir, requiring 
him to withdraw his people from Wana and the neigh- 
houring places, as well as the statement of the Morning Post that the troops in 
almost all places in India have been directed to hold themselves ready for 
movement, has alarmed the public. 

3. The Sulabh Darnik, of the 5th September, says that, in spite of the 

Amir’s reply that he cannot receive an English 
embassy, so long as order is not restored within 
his dominion, the English Government seems to be anticipating satisfactory 
results from the proposed mission. But, if both parties expect good results 
from an interview, why not hasten the mission? And itisall the more necessary 
to hasten it as events may happen that will make all interviews useless, and also 
hecause the Russian bear is seeking an opportunity for doing mischief. 

The attitude of the English Government towards the Amir is rather 
mysterious. While acknowledging the Amir’s dominion over Gomal and the 
adjacent tracts, it is callmg upon him to withdraw his troops from those places, 
although the people there are in rebellion; and while seeking the friendship of 
the Amir, it 1s ordering its troops to hold themselves in readiness for the 
vecupation of those tracts. 

4, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 5th September, says that, 
from the map of the Pamir region published in the 
Pioneer, it is clear that there is no route in that 
quarter by which Russia can send any considerable army towards India. 
The only route, therefore, by which Russia can advance towards India lies 
through Cabul, and this route Russia will not be able to command, unless the 
Amir and his people become friendly to her. The British Government should 


The condition of Cabul. 


The Afghan question. 


The Afghan question. 


The Russian question. 


therefore secure the friendship of the Afghans at any cost. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a) —Police. 


3. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 30th August, expresses its satisfaction 
| at the arrangement made for the appointment of 
inapbentment of Police Sub- §ub-Inspectors of Police, according to the results 
; of a competitive examination. This will ensure 
the admission of men of education and character into the Police Department, 
ind thereby remove the abuses that are to be found in it. 
6. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th September, says that the order given to 
my ete .. . the police by the Magistrate, Mr. J enkins, to realise 
avin Dacea “he chaukidari +he enhanced chaukidari tax is leading to great 
oppression at this time of distress. Lately a Sub- 
Inspector of Police went to a village in the Bhawal thdéna to execute the 
order. he village in question is inhabited by three or four hundred muchis, 
ot whom only five or six are not in an extremely wretched condition, all the 
test being mere bone and skin on account of starvation. The sight moved 
even the police officer to tears, and he had not the heart to execute the Magis- 
trate’s order, nay, he distributed among these wretched people the articles of 
food that were with him, and came away cursing the hard fate that had 
ussigned to him so inhuman a task. ‘The Inspector of Police who next went 
to the village to enquire personally into the state of things there also came 
tway without executing the Magistrate’s order. ‘The question now 18, should 
the Magistrate’s order for the realisation of the increased salary be enforced in 
these circumstances. 
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(b)— Working of the Courts. 
7. Referring to the corruption of court ages in the mufassal (see Report 
, _ on Native Papers for 3rd September, paragraph 11) 
acerrice of summonses, “ey 12 the Chdruvdrtd, of the 29th August, suggests as a 
remedy that in future all summonses, &c., be served 
through the post-office. This would be an additional source of income to 
Government, whilst furnishing litigants with an exceedingly good agency for 
tho service of their summonses, &c. The additional expenditure which Gov. 
ernment will have to incur in order to increase the postal establishment for this 
purpose will be very small, because nothing more than an increase of the 
number of delivery peons, and a slight increase of the salaries of postmasters 
and sub-postmasters will be required. ‘The measure may be introduced at least 
tentatively for a short time. 

8. ‘The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st September, hopes that, before giving 
. : is vast Wee | their opinion on the question of the removal of the 
the Backura district. SS:*<«sés QJ Ghani and Khattra Munasifis to Bankura, and 
of the Kotulpur Munsifi to Vishnupur, the District 
Judge and District Magistrate of Bankura will carefully consider whether or 
not the proposed removal will inconvenience the people. The late District 
Judge, Babu Brojendra Kumar Seal, protested against the removal of the 
Gangajalghati Munsifi to Bankura on the ground of public inconvenience. The 
people of the above places should soon point out to the Judge, the Magistrate, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor the inconvenience that is sure to be caused by the 
proposed removals, as well as the impetus that has been given to education at 
those places by the existence of law courts and the consequent gathering of 

educated people. 


9. The Banganivdsi, of need aan en is glad at the result of the 
; appeal in the Suryya Kanta case, and says that 
en ee a oe Phillips and Mr. Hallifax have ma been 
humiliated in the eyes of the public. No other 
punishment need be, therefore, inflicted on Mr. Phillips. But as the Raja has 
suffered much trouble and pecuniary loss in conducting the case, Mr. Phillips 
should be held liable for this. 
10. The Prakriti, of the 3rd September, says that, though sorry for the 
The dismissed Subordinate dismissed Subordinate Judge of Gaya, Babu Trai- 
Judge of Gaya. lokya Nath Mittra, personally, the writer is glad 
that the Licutenant-Governor has done justice in the case. 
11. The Sanjivant, of the 3rd September, is both glad and ashamed at the 
Dismissal of Babu Trailokya dismissal Babu Trailokya Nath Mitra, Subordi- 
—— Mitra, Subordinate Judge nate Judye of Gaya. He is ashamed to see such 
ihe es misconduct in Babu Trailokya Nath, who is a M.A. 
and B. L. of the Calcutta University, and an officer of twenty-six years’ standing. 
And heis glad, because a corrupt officer like Babu Trailokya Nath will no 
longer be allowed to disgrace the judicial service. But the expulsion of Babu 
Trailokya Nath, alone, will not remove from the judicial service all the corrup- 
tion that cxists in it. All the corrupt men in that service ought to be similarly 
dealt with. ‘The writer would also draw the Lieutenant-Governor’s attention. to 
the fact that the whole ministerial service attached to the law courts is corrupt 
to the core, and would assure His Honour of an undying fame if he can check 
this corruption 


12. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th September, say, 


. bal § e - £ 
Mr. Harding's judgment. that Mr. Harding . Judgment in the appeal or Raja 


Suryya Kanta Acharyya of Mymensingh has been 
such as it was feared that it would be. While declining to decide the question 


of bond fides, the Judge has indirectly done so by making uncalled for remarks to 
the effect that the Municipal Commissioners had no right to vest the right to 
the lane in question i the Raja and that the charge of nuisance could apply to 
the Raja's act, though in the present case it was unnecessary to make the appli- 
‘ation. It is hoped that the case will be carried to the High Court for revision. 
Mr. Harding s Judgment has grieved and astonished the correspondent. 

13. The Damik-o-Sdmachar Chandriké, of the 4th September, says that 


’ 


Mr. Phillips. Mr. Phillips was guilty of contempt of court in 
sending a note on the case of Raja Suryya Kanta 


to the District Judge, Mr. Harding, while the case was sub judice. 
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) 
Mr. Harding 


himself characterised his action as improper. Mr. Phillips is committing some 
wrong thing or other at every step. How many offences of his will Sir Charles 


pardon ? 


14, The same paper says that there is no reason wh 


the dismissed 


The dismissed Subordinate Subordinate Judge of Gaya, Babu Trailokya Nath 


Judge of Gaya. 


Mittra, should 


not be allowed a pension, when 


Mr. Crawford who was found guilty of corruption, and Mr. Wilson who was 
found guilty of an attempt to commit adultery with the daughter of the Minister 
of the Cambay State, and Mr. Wheeler who was found guilty of lying, have 
all been allowed pensions. 


15. Referring to the result of the appeal in the Suryya Kanta case, the 


The Mymensingh case. 


Dacca Gazette, of the dth September, asks—who is 
responsible for the ill-treatment, the bodily and 


mental trouble, and theloss of money which the Raja had had to undergo 
under the unlawful zu/m practised upon him by Mr. Phillips? Is Government 
or Mr. Phillips liable for this, as well as for damages for the breaking 


down of the Raja’s palace wall? 


Raja Suryya Kanta being a rich man 


has come With comparative ease out of the scrape into which he was thrown. 
But what would have been the results of such a case to a man of ordinar 

means? Thousands of such men suffer humiliation on account of the high- 
handedness of the mufassal authorities. Sir Charles Elliott has the reputation 
of an upright ruler, and it is hoped that he will take steps to put down such 


oppress1on. 


And it he fail herein, people will cease to feel for British rule the 


respect in which they have up to this time held it 
16. The Sulabh Dainik, ot the 5th September, says that, in Raja Suryya 
Kanta’s appeal, Mr. Phillips wrote to the District 


Mr. Phillips. 


Judge, Mr. 


Harding, a letter, stating that 


Mr. Barrow had made some defamatory remarks against him (Mr. Phillips) in 
Mr. Hallifax’s court, but that on being called upon to repeat them, in order that 
they might be taken down, Mr. Barrow got alarmed and repeated the remarks 
with omissions. When Mr. Harding showed this letter to Mr. Barrow, the latter 
observed that this was a falsehood. Mr. Phillips must have heard of this, 
but he has not up to this time made any protest against Mr. Barrow’s statement. 
Mr. Phillips may exercise zv/m and trample upon the law if he will, but when 
he takes refuge in a lie, he makes himself unworthy of the Bench, and should 


be dismissed like Judge Wheeler. 
loaded with infamy. 


is Openly proclaimed a liar, 


salas, 


Allowances to teachers of path- 


He should either clear himself or go away 


Mr. Phillips has suffered all sorts of disgrace and now he 


There is no knowing what will come next. 


(d)—LEducation. 
17. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 2nd September, writing from 


Shikarpur in 


discontinuance of the waneny 
teachers of pathsalas, as ordere 


the Bogra district, says that the 
allowance to the 
in a recent circular 


of the Education Department, will subject the teachers to great hardship, the 


students’ 


fees alone being always insufficient for their maintenance. 


The 


reward system will not supPy, these people with a very strong temptation to 
] 


continue in this line of life. 


progress of primary education in the mufassal. 
18. The Banganivdsi, of the 2nd September, is unable to support the 


Compulsory physical training. 


movement for 


Bengali boys. 


the compulsory physical training of 
Most Bengali boys do not get 


cnough to eat, and violent physical exercise, unaccompanied by proper nourish- 


ment is calculated not to strengthen, but to weaken the constitution. 
hoys who perform physical exercise at school and are unable, on account of 
absorbing and depressing family cares, to continue those exercises in after 
years, are found to become all the more sickly and physically incapable for having 
¢xercised the body 
The writer is not opposed to physical exercise by boys, But considering 

¢ circumstances of most boys in this country, he would not make such exercise 


Compulsory, 


in boyhood. 


Again, 
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19. The same paper says that the present degenerate condition of the 
Bengalis is due to the education, which they receive 
The ae am of Bengalis under jn the schools and colleges throughout the length 
— and breadth of the province, organised on the 
English model and conducted under English supervision. In these. institutions 
Bengali students are never taught the worship of the gods, or of their spiritual 
receptors,.or of their parents. They are told that God is mere formless spirit, 
hey are made to read the lives not of Rama or of Judhisthir, but.of Duval 
and Simpson. In their histories they are told that the vedas are only songs of 
peasants addicted to drinking and flesh-eating, that the Rdmdyan and the 
Mahdbhérata are fables, that the Mahdbhdrata was written before the 
Rémdyan, that the Rémdyan was composed in imitation of the Epic of Homer 
and that the ancient Hindus were an uncivilised people. In their literature 
they read criticisms which tell them that Shakespeare and Milton are unrivalled 
by any other poet of any age or of any. country. As regards society 
and social institutions—they are told that there cannot bea more degraded 
family system than their own joint-family. And their reading and observation 
of the lives of eminent Englishmen teaches them that one should acknowledge 
parental tutelage only so long as one is unfledged, and must cut off all 
connection with father and mother as soon as one is able to look after oneself, 
They read in their text-books about the drinking of wine, and therefore re 
the practice as a virtue They also learn in their books that the ancient 
Rishis and Brahmans of India were a self-seeking and deceitful class, who were 
always intent on establishing their own supremacy over society, and never 
ound a jot for its welfare. ‘They are told that there is nothing to be learnt 
in the Hindu shastras, which are full of immoral and superstitious teaching, 
and are only so many fables, or so much unmeaning verbiage. It is no wonder 
that after undergoing a training lke this from his fifth to his twenty-fifth year 
the Bengali boy should become degenerate. The schools and colleges give no 
practical teaching. Everything they teach, they teach theoretically. Mechanics 
are never taught practically in these institutions. The art of war and the 
art of hunting have been so much neglected, that their very names are very 
nearly forgotten by the Bengélis, And it is clear that the English, who never 
trust their subjects with any other weapon than the penknife, can never be 
expected to teach them either of these arts. 


20. A correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 3rd September, says that 
the Government-aided Entrance School in the 
Fenny subdivision of the Noakhali district has 
been so long managed by a Committee, consisting of the Deputy Magistrate, the 
Munsif, the Sub-Registrar, the Dewan of the Tippera Raj, and a pleader of 
the Local Bar. But, after a recent visit to the school by the Magistrate, the 
Deputy Magistrate issued an order on the 22nd August last to the school 
authorities, requiring them to make over charge of the school to him, and 
informing them that the Committee of Management had been broken up by the 
Magistrate. In the absence of the Secretary, the head-master refused to make 
over charge of the school to the Deputy Magistrate who therefore at once 
dismissed the head-master and took charge of the school. 


The editor remarks that if the correspondent’s story be even partially 
true, then the Magistrate must be said to have acted in a most unwarrantable 
fashion. The Magistrate had no power to break up the Committee. The 
Education Despatch of 1854 clearly defines the powers of the Magistrate 
respect of such Committees. The highest penalty that the Magistrate can inflict 
on such a Committee is to recommend to the Government the discontinuance of 
its aid to their school. The matter ought to be investigated by Government. 
The Committee of Management, too, ought to submit a petition to Govern- 
ment through the Inspector of Schools, Dacca Circle, against the conduct of the 
Magistrate and the Deputy Magistrate. 


21. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 8th September, 
writes as follows :— 


It has become absolutely necessary to protect Hindu ladies and girls from 


the hands of the zandna missionaries. Hindu society will be completely 
ruined if the Hindus continue to keep the education of their girls and wome2 


The Fenny Entrance School. 


Zanina mission teaching. 
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‘1 the hands of these missionaries. The only remedy for the evil is a wide- 
spread agitation against the zandna mission teaching. And the writer is there- 
fore sorry not to see the vernacular press interesting itself in the cause. 
The mischief which the zanana missionaries are doing is scarcely capablo of 
exaggeration ; not even the Consent Act will do a thousandth part of the harm 
that this zandna mission teaching is doing to Hindu society. The agitation 
against the Consent Act did not succeed, because the issues of the controversy 
‘n that case lay in the hands of Government. But here the means for the 
attainment of the desired end lie entirely in the hands of the people themselves. 
All that they have to do to gain their object is not to send their girls any more 


to the zandna mission schools, and to prevent Christian zandna missionaries from 
entering the Hindu homes. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


92, The residents of Rajballabhpur and Nabinchar within the jurisdiction 
Municipal complaints from of the Sherpur Town Municipality in the Mymen- 
Sherpur in the Mymensingh dis. singh district writing in the Chdruvdrid, of the 29th 
trict. August, say that the roads of their part of the 
municipality are most sadly neglected. Some of their roads have not been 
repaired for the last 12 or 14 years. The open drains in Rajballabhpur 
are always full of filthy water, thereby causing serious injury to the health 
of the neighbourhood. ‘lhe people of this part of the town also suffer sadly for 
want of good drinking water. Although there are a large number of rove in 
the town, they have been left in such a neglected condition, that their water is 
quite unfit for drinking a The present Chairman now and then issues 
notices to private individuals to re-excavate or cleanse their tanks, but he takes 
no steps to make the public tanks fit for use. 

23. The Sudhdkar, of the 2nd September, has been surprised to learn 

The Health Officer's Depart. that in the Health Officer’s Department of the 
ment of the Calcutta Munici- Calcutta Municipality none but retired Govern- 
pality. ment servants, Anglo-Indians, and Feringhees, in 
particular, are taken in to fill vacancies on the office establishment, and that— 
not for any special qualifications possessed by them—but simply on the strength 
of recommendations. <A post having lately fallen vacant in that department, 
it was given to a fat, old, pensioned: police officer, who is quite unfit for active 
work, though there were competent men in the department itself who had 
rood claims to promotion to the post. It is hoped the new Chairman, Mr. 
Ritchie, will look a little more closely into the working of this department. 

24. Some residents of Alambazar, -within the jurisdiction of the Barn- 

-__ agore Municipality in the 24-Parganas, writing in 

oe gs Municipality the Sulabh Lainik, of the 7th September, say that, 

-Parganas. a * is 

owing to exorbitant assessments by the Municipal 

Commissioners, a petition was submitted to the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, 

praying him to appoint an assessor for revising the assessments. No reply, 

however, has yet been obtained to the petition, though about two months have 
elapsed since its submission. 

The Municipal Commissioners are very prompt in taking notice of petty 
municipal offences by the residents, but do not care to notice that the mehters 
in Alambazar never finish their work of removing night-soil till 10 or 11 A.M. 
A notice has been issued to the residents of Ward No. 2 not to erect thatched 
huts, but it is not known how, in the face of this notice, the Commissioners have 


permitted the erection of a thatched hut on the north of the jute factory and 
near the Victoria Road. 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


25. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 6th September, says that 
a cadastral survey will take place not only in 
Bihér, but in other parts also of this province. 
There can be little doubt that the survey has been undertaken chiefly in the 
interests of the raiyats. But the Secretary of State’s statement that ‘“ the 
zamindars of Bihar are a very powerful class, hence the degraded condition 
of the Bihér raiyats,” is calculated to excite various feclings or surmises in the 


The cadastral survey. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Aug, 29th, 1892, 


SUDHAKAR, 
Sept. 2nd, 1892. 


ScLABH DAINIK, 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Sept, 6th, 18vz. 


ee ee ee ee eer ee eed ani onn shane Ae — meena dee cone 


ee ee ae 


ee Se age a pr tee = oe 


é ath POA eS 
yt) ear. ayes te Se oreo? SC She Dan NC ae Se “i tn 8! OE AE NES OP ma be ta m5 3 Saat NRE ~ Sa 
a 2 . 8 = ee - , oe ‘ oe are ” . = my rh di eee! x het ee +o se Coates Sie 7 t~ RE Las So t EPR Ty Sytnn > ™ 
’ " 4 ‘ ef — at acd . oe . Ayn og - AEE aie Te oe Pa oe PRM ee net eRe pga ee » a5 
4 i . . $ 4 res > * Sara J toes Pit “ “VEN ee ee ae ae i EN ae yb. 7 apehey Sete B. sa er ee Pr ré ‘ a 

“y a a seals Wee dete sents tnt, ; Ss Aen gh Fae ey AP ee . oes P pings, nde 2 Cre Ra ey 5 L re ee s > fea i oo * De 2-6 ar tS bat $A ‘ab. > 
AE RE Ot ata | Be: UE Oa thy eel RABE Fs pte SE NYME ee «ay Oh Bea ; re ered “ te pe eh ae * Abeta ; kee nets ee MT 3. eee 

= ae “yah” 5 ny a. "1 » Bas ended £58 + on +s Y eee eS Ve RO ee ors Z 

a a ee ei x . 5a > ac BO lay emaies er : 
ome. < Suet, 2a wage omy et 

38 < = ape 


aS ctor AREER RE SR e rete» 


FS Sen os Rag 5 ig ; 
Sas ok aie: trek te Pe ae ne 


Ba Dene age: PRE RE oy, - Deh = te > ooh Canad 


ROE 


. © ‘ “ 
: rights ge ah ts TS 
ee | eS ee 


ents 
ee eR eis “ ae bes POE) ee “me 
RIE ET CR Ne ee Pa aa Oe A a ROCA ed 


ay FROUDE OA MIDS LEAP Eka 2h NaN AR. RRR REY ay YS eR oe 
. - a . iat. | . y 
= ke a es on a ERs ; 


. pis oo Wy : oe ; 
PAO MI se Pg. 5 NS AS Ry, 
and LO a a he ° 7 


+e - 5 ies ate 2B As otis «St 
oe. ite ah eN * 


aed 5 5 eS a 
BESS, te PAS OS Bee ory eI: A ae eee . r 
ae ee a a . " 1 ae P 


- ee a ee 2 _ way gi Aah at he. 2 appa 
RR hs Se Ga Re Sri FRE RE a ae 
vee 


et oie lates oe 


<x ~ Let tlt at Pag on he. 
ee fee st 4 
WS ve BR aes, 


ahh 


J Db. erent “ é me. Pe 
pe aoe cee «TS: 


ULUBARIA DARPAN, 
Aug. 30th, 1892. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 


Au. 30th, 182, 


( 906 ) 


public mind. The Secretary of State says “it has been seen from the cadastra] 


survey of the Benaresa Division that there are no big zamindars in that 
division, and that, therefore, these is no oppression of the raiyats there.” And 
this statement, taken with the other, leads to the inference that the Secreta 
of State’s object in sanctioning the survey is to weaken the powerful zamindars 
of Bih4r. But would weak zamindars be a gain to the Administration? Lord 
Cornwallis at any rate did not think so. Sir John Gorst said in connection 
with the late Manipur question that it was the object of British policy in India 
not to allow anybody to become powerful in this country, And it is probably 
in pursuance of this policy, that all independent princes and chiefs have 
been brought under subjection, and Government now seeks to weaken the 
zamindars. Everybody will be happy to see the condition of the raiyats im- 
proved, but no arrangement for improving their condition, which will involve 
any interference with the rights and privileges of the zamindars, will command 
public approval. ‘I'he writer has been both sorry and surprised to learn that 
the Secretary of State has simply on the authority of official reports assumed 
the zamindars of Bihér to be guilty of rack-renting, and of otherwise 
oppressing their raiyats. If the Bihdr zamindars had been members of the 
ouse of Lords, would Lord Cross have dared to declare them guilty without 
making proper enquiries? One Mr. Collins said, after making a survey and 
settlement of some lands in Bihar, that the zamindars had raised the rent 14:1] 
per cent., and it was at once assumed that all the Bih4r zamindars oppress 
their raiyats. Could a Conservative Ministry believe with equal readiness an 
story of oppression by Irish landlords related to them by the Radicals or the 
Liberals, but resting upon no better basis than Mr. Collins’ story of the Bihér 
zamindar’s rack-renting? ‘The writer will say nothing further on this point, 
because the rulers of India do not seem to like plain speaking. But this he must 
say, that the pence 3 Act, without being able to check bad zamindars, has 
thrown serious obstacles in the way of those that are good and honest. And 
the cadastral survey is calculated to have an exactly similar effect. But then 
it will weaken powerful zamindars and thus achieve the object of British polic 
in India, as enunciated by Sir John Gorst. The authorities ought to note, 


however, that this policy will have the effect of engendering and encouraging 
socialism in India. 


(7) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


26. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 30th August, says that the recent tour 
i a a ae of the Magistrate of Howrah will be of some use 
‘ok wo to the people if his attention has been directed in 
course of it to the bad condition of the village roads, 

as also to that of the road leading from Syampur to Ulubaria. The wovden 
bridges constructed over the irrigation cunals in the Syampur thana by a 
former engineer are being suffered by the present engineer of the Cossai 
Division to go to wrack and ruin from motives of economy. The engineer 
urges that these bridges are not necessary, and that they were constructed by 
the former engineer only because he was fond of riding. But as a matter of 
fact these bridges have proved very useful to the people, who will be put to 
great inconvenience if ferry boats are now substituted for them. Will the 
bridges in question be reconstructed when another engineer fond of riding is 


posted to the division, and will that be an economical process? ‘The Magistrate 
will do well to attend to the matter. 


27. ‘Lhe Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 30th August, has the following :— 
Employment of convicts on the Is Government then so very hard pressed for 
cchullacGan of take money that it must take the bread out of the mouth 


of the poor labourers in this season of scarcity, by 
hiring out convicts to Municipalities and District Boards for employment on 
the construction and repair of roads? Agricultural operations being at a stand- 
still for want of rainfall, this is the only employment that is now open to 
poor labourers. Another mischief caused by employing labourers on the 
construction and repair of roads is that women do not venture to appear 1n the 
roads where convicts are so employed, and their fears are not altogether 


unfounded, considering that these prisoners are heard to be robbing passenger 
of articles of food, &e, 
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(h)— General. 


98, The Samay, of the 2nd September, refers to the erection of a buildin 
at Rangoon for the residence of the Chief Commis. 
sioner at a cost of Rs. 4,64,000, and remarks 
that the builders ot these palatial houses are the men who charge the 
\ussalman Nawabs with prodigality. And while money is thus being lavishl 
spent to secure comfort for one man, thousands of boysare being deprived of their 
means of education by the abolition of the zillah schools, 
299, The Sulabh Daink, of the 3rd September, in an article headed “Is it 


Magh Muliuk (Burmese dominion) ?” 
follows :—. 


The facts which are coming to light in the course of the Hurdwar 
enquiry are enough to excite indignation and sorrow even in things that are 
inanimate, not to speak of human beings made of flesh and blood as they are. 
The enquiry has already brought to light many cases of oppression and is still 
doing so. Old Mulakha Mull, aged sixty-nine, was about to sit down to dinner 
when a sepoy came and told him to go away at once. The man said that he 
would goaway immediately after taking his dinner; but the sepoys would not 
listen to him, and the man had to leavethe station in a goods waggon. Another 
man, Ram Kishen, was also about to sit down to dinner, when another officer came 
and kicked his food away. As Ram K‘shen was going towards the railway station, 
weeping, he was told by a police officer to take consolation from the fact that 
the police were expelling many by setting fire to their houses, as he could see 
from the flames yonder. A Brahman was performing his evening worship, 
sitting on the bank of the Ganges, when an officer came and kicked away the 
articles used in the worship, compelling him to leave the station at once. 
Radha Kissen, another pilgrim, could not find his wife and children, who 
arrived home, half-dead, four days after him. An old man was lying near the 
Raja’s temple, and on being told to quit the place at once, said that he was unable 
to walk ; whereupon the sepoys ordered a mehter to make water in the man’s 
mouth, and the man had therefore no alternative, but to drag himself away. 
Such evidence could be multiplied ad infinitum. When one hears of such 
oppressions, one begins to question oneself whether he is really living under 
british rule, or under a Magh Government. 

30. ‘The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 4th September, says that the 

enquiry into the Hurdwar affair is not being satis- 
factorily conducted. The District Magistrate is com- 
municating with the members of the Commission of Enquiry, and attempts are 
being made to send away hostile witnesses. Those who are trying to sully the 
fair reputation of the English Government in this way deserve to be punished. 

31. The Daintk-o-Samdchadr Chanartké, of the 8th September, says that there 
can be now no room for doubt that the officials 
permitted or themselves committed great oppression 
on the pilgrims at Hurdwar. The Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the North-Western Provinces have said that some oppression was committed 
onthe pilgrims. But it appears from the facts which are elicited by the 
enquiry that oppression of the cruellest character was committed. The wit- 
nesses who have up to this time appeared before the Commission have all 
deposed to this—they have all blamed the police. It appears from what 
a have said that the police did not content themselves with committing hurt 
and bloodshed, but were guilty of pulling down and setting fire to houses, 
killing men, kicking images of gods, and proposing to set a mehter to make 
water into the mouth of a pilgrim. 

The officials sitting on the Commission should on no account fail in their 
duty of ascertaining the truth. They should know that they have a sacred 

task set before them, and they should not allow themselves to be misied. The 
writer fails to understand why the Collector of the district is so often pr | 
to the place of enquiry. So long as the enquiry goes on the authorities shoul 

not certainly allow the Collector to do anything calculated to excite fear in the 
minds of the witnesses; and the “ommission should take care not to put 
unfair questions to the witnesses. ‘I'he representative of the British Indian 
Association who is doing his work so valiantly deserves to be thanked. And 
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similar courage and integrity is also expected of the officials entrusted with 
the enquiry, the object of which is to elicit and not to suppress the truth, 


32. The same paper says that Dr. K. P. Gupta would appear to bp the 
eee a s! fittest man to fill the temporary vacancy that will 
ia," anitary ‘om- be caused in the Office of the Sanitary Commissioner 


for Bengal by Dr. Gregg’s going away on leaye 
for few officers possess his knowledge and experience of sanitary matters 
The efficiency with which he filled the post on a previous occasion also consti. 


tutes his claim to it on this occasion, in supersession of the claims of others, 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


833. The Burdwdn Sanjivani, of the 30th August, says that, in framing 


aan laws for the mufassal, the authorities make a serious 
Zhe Masteipel Bet. mistake by allowing themselves to be guided by 
their knowledge of the condition of things in the metropolis. In the Municipal 
Bill the water-rate has been raised all round from 6 to 7 per cent., evident] 
under the erroneous impression that as so sli ght an enhancement is not felt b 
people in Calcutta, it will not also be felt in the mufassal. Again, while ip 
view of the disadvantageous position of people living in streets without water- 
pipes, the framers of the existing Municipal Act had very properly fixed the 
water-rate to be paid by them at 5 per cent., the present Bull ignores this just 
principle, and fixes a uniform rate of 7 per cent. for houses in streets with 
water-pipes, as well as for houses in streets without water-pipes. 

In the present Bill restrictions have been placed on the carrying of water- 
pipes into people’s houses. Henceforth water-pipes will not be allowed to be 
carried into /utcha houses and the carrying of water-pipes into pucka houses, too, 
will be subject to the sanction of the Municipal Chairman, who will be free‘ to 
grant or refuse it at his discretion. This arrangement, bad as it is, could,be 
made a little more satisfactory by giving the sanctioning power to the whole 
Municipal Committee instead of to the Chairman alone. 

The provision that arate will be charged upon the rate-payers for the 
supply of mehters does not also seem to be proper. In short, in the new Bill, the 
authorities have only sought to enhance municipal taxation without caring to 
remove such objectionable provisions in the existing Act as that the water-rate 
is to be levied even on gardens and tanks. 

384. The Sudhdker, of the 2nd September, says that the Chaukidari Bill 
has been passed into law, and the protest of the people 
against it has therefore been of no avail. The 
authorities always do as they like, the taking of 
popular opinion being merely a show. ‘The whole country will now lie entangled 
in the meshes of the police. 

35. The Banganivdsi, of the 2nd September, says that the Chaukidari Bill 

i has been passed into law, That it was sure to be 
At PS spassed should have been known at the very time 
when it was introduced in the Council. It has 
been idle work trying to convince the authorities of the iniquity of the measure, 
or of the hardship and inconvenience which it would cause to the people. That 
the Bill has been discussed means nothing more than showing a little civility 
to the public, Inthe name of doing good to the people, a blow has been 
struck at the root of the panchayet system. It seems to be the policy of 
Government to execute anything and everything that it has set its heart upon, 
or it would not have passed the Consent Act in the face of that protest of the 
whole country against it. 

36. ‘The Bangavdsi, of the 38rd September, has the following :-— 


The Chaukidari Bill has been passed into 
law and the Magistrate will, therefore, hence- 


; __ forward possess the power of fixing the number 
and salaries of chaukidars, and of appointing and dismissing them, and the 


‘mene bi will only assess and collect the chaukidari tax. So Government 


The passing of the Chaukidari 
Act. | 


The passing of the Chaukidari 
Bill. 


is carried all its points. But Mr. Cotton is nevertheless far from being 
satisfied, Ife says that the change has not been carried far enough, and future 
administrators will have again to alter the law, so as to give it all the stringency 
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desired by Government. But why have not the present administrators of the 

rovince themselves altered the law to their hearts content, instead of leavmg 
it to future administrators to do so : Surely it was in their power to do so, 
and any objection by the people to their doing it could have been pooh-poohed, 
as an objection made by men who never understood their own interest. 


37. The Sulabh Daiik, of the 5th September, says that it has been 
os i. Conibiieal aap out several times that mischief will be 
ait Cotton and the one by the passing of the Chaukidari Bill, but the 
a5 authorities are not the men to listen to reason. 
But not even the passing of the Bill in its present furm has satisfied 
Mr. Cotton, and God alone knows what he sought. Mr. Cotton has shown 
himself in his true colours in this matter of the Chaukidari Bill, and it is to be 
hoped that his Babu-worshippers will now know him for what he is. 


88. Referring to the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
The Select, Committee's report Municipal Bill, the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, 
on the Bengal Municipal Bill. of the dth September, writes as follows :— 


(1) Under the existing law taxes are assessed mostly on buildings, but 

-. im some cases regard is had to the condition of the owner. 

The Select Committee propose to tax buildings, but without 

regard for the condition of the owner. It need hardly be 

pointed out that the method proposed by the Sclect Committee 

will cause great hardship in the mufassal. In the mufassal 

a Munsif drawing a salary of Rs. 400 a month may live ina 

thatched hut, while some descendant of a noble family, though 

he can scarcely earn enough to keep body and neal bewetionr, 

yet owns the almost palatial building of his ancestors. Cases 

of this nature are very numerous in the Hooghly district, 

where malaria has committed the greatest havoc among the 

inhabitants. It is hoped that the District Magistrates will 
protest against the proposal of the Select Committee. 

(2) The proposal of the Select Committee to introduce in mufassal muni- 
cipalities the system of survey obtaining in the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality is objectionable. Such survey in the mufassal will 
lead to oppression. ae 

(3) Fixed rates for the supply of wood, &c., at all burning ghats within 
municipal limits are likely to be generally beneficial. But as 
many people in the mufassal still procure their own wood, &c., 
to burn their dead, no one should be compelled to buy wood 
at the rates which will be fixed by the municipalities. And if 
the Select Committee’s proposal about fixed rates be meant to 
take away from anybody the freedom he now enjoys in the 
matter of procuring his own wood, it should be abandoned. 

(4) The writer is glad to see that the Select Committee has onomes to 
the spending of municipal money on the training of female 
doctors. Public money ought not to be squandered in this 
way. 

39. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 6th September, says that the murder by a 
= man of his wife’s ravisher is not reckoned a sin in 
adultery bout the murder of +14 Hindu shastras, and the murderers of such 


ravishers were not punished under the Mussalman_ 


rule. But the English Government, which is alien in religion, has made a law 
for the execution of such murderers—a law which is repugnant alike to morality, 
to religion, and to the social principle. Adulterers are social pests—wild beasts 
in human form. The killing of such men should not be reckoned man-slaughter. 
Government should hunt out such pests, and kill them just as it kills dogs and 
jackals for the public safety. | | 
Loss of chastity by a Hindu woman plunges her relatives on her father’s, 
her mother’s, and her husband’s side in the lowest depths of infamy—infamy 
from which the nearest among them seek escape in self-slaughter and exile. 
Adultery is a crime of the blackest dye, and Government should sentence those 
that commit it to death. That this crime is now so prevalent is because 


Government does not do this. And seeing the Government indifferent in the 
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matter, injured husbands take the law into their own hands and kill the men 
who wrong them so deeply. It is nothing but apathy and prejudice on the 
part of Government that it hangs husbands who do so instead of rewardin 
them. It is the writers earnest prayer that Government will amend the 
sections of the Penal Code relating to manslaughter, and declare the murder of 
adulterers a praiseworthy act rather than a crime calling for the sentence of 
death. 

40. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrika, of the 6th September, says that, 

though Maharaja Jagadindra Nath of Nattore 

presided at the ‘own Hall meeting convened to 
protest against the Bengal Municipal Bill, still Baby 
Surendra Nath Banerji carried everything his own way. ‘'here was no want 
of speech making Babu Surendra Nath saying that, though the provisions in 
the new Bill relating to water-supply would be beneficial to the people, he had 
personally learnt from the dumb millions of Bengal that they were strongly 
opposed to those provisions which involved a curtailment of their powers of 
Local Self-Government. But however truthful Babu Surendra Nath may be, 
the writer cannot believe this statement of his, that the people are not opposed 
to taxation for water-supply. Surely Babu Surendra Nath did not walk 
through every village in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa to collect the opinion of the 
masses. All those that have any knowledge of the country are annoyed with 
Surendra Babu for his saying this. He is, indeed, a great man whose tongue 
never sticks at anything—call him a Mazzini, a Garibaldi, or what you will! 
All men should lower their heads before him. 


The Town Hall meeting to pro- 
test against the Municipal Bill. 


IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


41. The Prakriti, of the 3rd September, is glad at the appointment of 
Mr. William McMinn as Minister of the Tippera 
State. The Lieutenant-Governor has expressed 
satisfaction at this appointment, and requested 
Mr. McMinn to remain im his new post for five years and settle the affairs of that 
State. If one has the welfare of Tippera in view, one will hardly regret the 
removal of Babu Umakanta from the office of Minister. The Babu had not the 
intellect, the experience, and the judgment required for this high office. He 
was besides guilty of nepotism, and in his time Tippera was deluged with 
Vaidyas. His removal is being bewailed only by those worthless people who 
got appointments through his favour. 

42. The Dainik-o-Samachdr Chandrikdé, of the 5th September, says that it 
would be premature to speculate what effect Babu 
Uma Kanta’s removal from Tippera will have upon 
the State. But the writer is sorry to find the Pioneer advising a wholesale 
expulsion of educated Bengalis from Tippera. And he is sorry for this, not 
because Bengal or the Bengalis may be injured by such expulsion, but because 
the Tippera State itself will be affected by it. The Bengdlis are respected 
everywhere for their high qualifications, and the writer fears lest, by losing 
their services, the Tippera State should come to be mismanaged or be honey- 
combed with British officials, 

The Pioneer is also blaming the law of succession in Tippera, under which 
a younger brother succeeds an elder brother. It says that all civil dissension 
in Tippera is owing to this law. The same paper also gives the Maharaja of 
Tippera a good deal of bad advice, which the Maharaja should be careful not to 
accept. As for the law of succession—the custom of a country or State must be 
a In Travancore, for example, a nephew succeeds to his maternal 
uncle. 

43. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 6th September, says that the Lieutenant- 

Governor’s action in regard to Tippera will remain 
: written in characters of gold in the history of India. 
lhe Maharaja of Tippera is a devout Hindu, a saintly man, and a generous 
prince, and his restoration to his former powers made everybody glad, except 
the selfish, sclf-sufficing, and cavilling political residents, who feel mortified 


when they are deprived of a puppet that has long moved at their own sweet will 
and pleasure. 


Mr. McMinn as Minister of the 
Tippera State. 


Independent Tippera. 


Tippera. 
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V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


44, The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 30th August, says that the drought of Burpway Sanstvanr, 


this year is unprecedented, and it is doubtful whether 
even @ four-anna crop will be harvested. The pros- 
ect is really an alarming one, and the outlook in every village as regards food 
and water-supply should be carefully enquired into from this time, and proper 
remedial measures should be adopted. 

45, The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 80th August, says that the inhabitants 
of Bagnan and several neighbouring villages in 
thnain the Ulubaria subdivision the Ulubaria subdivision of the Howrah district are 
of the Howrah district. in a very wretched condition on account of bad 
harvests for the last seven years in succession. They have run into debt and 
are in arrear as regards the zamindar’s rent. And in satisfying the demands of 
their creditors they are finding themselves ruined. The members of the Bagnan 
Local Board lately saw the Magistrate on this question, and the Magistrate 
admitted that drought had prevented good cultivation in the th4na. ‘hat the 
people of the subdivision disobeyed the Magistrate’s order by cutting down the 
embankment was only because they were driven to desperation by their misery. 
The authorities are requested to show mercy to these miserable people. 

46. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st Septem- 
ber, has the following :— 

We said long ago that the southern part of Bankura would be visited by 
famine, but the authorities did not listen to us. The head-constable of the 
Taldangra outpost has now reported that rice is not procurable at that place. 
Those who formerly sold rice at Bankura are now coming to that place to buy 
rice. Many in the town also do not get their meals. The weavers of Rampur 
get only one meal in the day. It is said that they have determined to leave for 
Calcutta in a body. Will not those who created the Lady Dufferin Fund in a 
trice of time now come forward to the help of the famine-stricken people of 
Bankura? 

47. The Sumay, of the 2nd September, referring to Government’s refusal 
of the loan of Rs, 1,000 asked for by the 
Rev. Mr. Hegart for the relief of the famine- 
stricken people of the Sonthal Pargans, remarks that 
Government can waste large sums of money in the Military Department, but 
cannot grant a petty loan for five years for saving the lives of the people. 
Government could have easily given away that sum from the Relief Fund. It 
is thus clear that Government only cares to get its revenue, and does not at all 
care whether the people live or die. It is now for charitable people to come 
to the help of the miserable people of the Sonthal Parganas. 

48. A correspondent of the Banganivdsi of the 2nd September, writing 
from Bankura, says that the fields in the southern 
part of the district are found cracked for want of 
rain, and the standing crops have all withered away. Nota single mahajdn has 
a grain of paddy left in his granary, so great has been the demand for paddy. 
There is no paddy to be purchased here. People are dismissing their labourers, 
who have therefure no alternative but to subsist on one meal a day or to starve. 
Most of the poor are living on fruits, roots of plants, &c. Paddy, when 
procurable, sells at 18 or 20 seers perrupee. If the authorities fail to take 
prompt steps to relieve distress, there is little doubt that large numbers of men 
will die of starvation. Relief depdts ought to be opened at once. Famine is 
unavoidable whether rain falls now or not. 

The editor asks, if, after this, the authorities will excuse themselves and 
their subordinates by saying that there is no distress in the country. 

49, The Bungavdst, of the 3rd September, says that the scarcity in the 

Sonthal Parganas is being borne testimony to not 

Y Sonthal only by natives, but also by Christian missionaries, 
Parganas. y ’ : : : 

and these latter are doing their best to alleviate 

the distress. Recently Mr. Hacgart, the missionary who is interesting himself 

most in the distressed people, asked for a loan of Rs. 1,000 from Government, 

not for his own private use, but for the purpose of giving relief to the poor. 

he Government, however, is said to have refused the loan, The writer will 
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not blame the Government for.its refusal, but he must say. that Governmop 
should itself give relief to those who would : have been benefited the bias 
if’ givon, if they are really in distressed circumstances. It is hoped that 
Sir Charles Elliott will enquire into the real condition of the Sonthal people, 
and give them the necessary relief. ey a : 
‘50. The same paper has learnt that rice 1s selling at from Rs. 5.8 to 
SOY nase ti Rs. 6 per maund at Absujia within the jurisdiction 
High price of rico in the of the Rampur théna in the Mymensingh district. 
BM ymonpingh wistrict, And not even at this high price is rice always to 
be had. | ies od ; ee Paee ee 
51. The same paper has learnt from Gopinathpur within the jurisdiction 
of the Dinajpur thana in the Burdwan district 
Condition of a village in the that there has been no sowing in the place this year 
nares Seren for want of rain. Neither was there a sufficient 
harvest last year. This has put the people to great distress, who are leaving 
their homes in-large numbers. : a | Cee 
52. The same paper 0 aye that for want of good rainfall the tanks, 
ee ; _ ponds, &c., in Senet, a village in the Hooghly 
Pe age of a village in the district are not yet full, and a great water-scarcity 
— is therefore apprehended. The standing crops have 
all withered for want of rain. Rice is selling at Rs. 5 per maund, and _ prices 
show a tendency to increase still further. The poor people are in great 
distress. 2 sie 
53. The same paper says that for want of rain there has not been good 
: | sowing at Kanthalgoro within the jurisdiction of 
sen yap fa village in the the Bhastara thana in the Hooghly district, and 
Bigs incest the standing crops have all withered away. By 
the month of January next, people in these parts will have to suffer from 
scarcity of both food and water. te ect e ed aa 
54, The same paper says that the prospect of the crops is very gloomy 
this year at Nawagarh in the Manbhum district, 
and this added to the bad harvest of last year will 
cause great distress among the people. ae a 
55. The same paper has learnt from Khanakul in the Jahanabad sub- 
Crops in‘ village in the Hoogh- division of the Hooghly district that the crops 
es in those parts have been seriously damaged by 


Crops in the Manbhum district. 


floods. 
| VI.—MiscrnLLANEous. | 
56. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 2nd September, suggests that, 
The cachanes Gibeay. in order to escape the evil consequences of the 


depreciation of silver, Government should reduce 

the number of its civil servants and recruit its uncovenanted service mostly 
in this conntry. 

57. The Pratikér of the 2nd September, says that a gold currency in 

é ad enenes e tells India will injure both the rich and the poor. 

: The depreciation in the value of silver, consequent 
on the introduction of a gold currency, will cause serious loss to the rich whose 
hoarded wealth consists mostly of silver coins. And the depreciated rupee, still 
more depreciated by the use of gold coins, will make the poor poorer. The 
question will also arise whether, if a gold currency is adopted, the. zamindars 
should pay their revenues in silver or in gold. The question has been already 
raised in certain quarters that silver having so much fallen in value since the 
time of the Permanent Settlement, that settlement ought to be set aside by 
srr erent But it is hoped that Government will keep its promise invio- 

ate, 

58. Referring to the farewell dinner given to Mr. R. C. Dutt at Midna- 
Farewell dinner to Mr. R.C. pore, the Sanjtvant, of the 3rd September, says 
Dutt. that the manner in which Mr. Pratt, the District 
Judge, and other Europeans of the place mixed with the natives on the occasion, 
and the manner in which Mr. Dutt was eulogised by the District Judge, have 


_ been very penyng indeed. A very pleasant relation may spring up between 
S 


the English and the natives, 7@. e., the conqueror and the conquered, if the 
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English officials of every station behave similarly towards the natives. The 
-ccret of Mr. Dutt’s popularity and success as an official lies—(1) in his ami- 
able disposition, and (2) in his nationality, for, being a native, his sympathies 
are always with his countrymen, and he can understand their manners, 
eystoms, wants, and grievances more easily than English officials. 

59. The Bangavdsz, of the 3rd September, says that, on the occasion of his 
late visit to Comillah, the Licutenant-Governor 
went to the temple of Jagannath near Comillah 
city, and the priest of the temple having blessed his 
JIlonour and put a flower garland round his neck, His Honour paid him kts. 2 
as pranami, for the writer cannot bring himself to call the present a reward. 
But this pranami can hardly be regarded as having been worthy of the 
Sovereign’s representative, unless it 1s remembered that, though rulers of India, 
the English are at bottom a commercial people, and that their notions in such 
matters are therefore not likely to agree with those of the Indians. 

60. The Dacca Prakash, of the 4th September, says that it is much to be 
regretted that the Education Gazette, which is recog- 
nised as an organ of Government and receives 
handsome allowances from it, should commit so 
oross a mistake as to give the population of Bengal to be on an average onl 
171 per square mile. As a matter of fact, the population of the Bengal Prest- 
dency, including Orissa and Chota Nagpur is 473 per square mile; that of Bengal 
proper is 542 per square mile; and that of Bihar 551°5 per square mile. Thus 
the population of both Bengal proper and -Bihdr is greater than even that of 
Belgium, which is only 536 per square mile. 

61. The Datntk-o-Samdachér Chandrika, of the 8th September, says that its 
™ bs prediction has been verified, for the support given 

ne by the Currency Association to the proposal of a 
gold currency for India has further depreciated the value of silver and raised 
the value of gold in England. 


The Lieutenant-Governor's pra- 
nam. 


The Education Gazette on the 
population of Bengal. 


Uriyva PAPERS. 


62. The Utkal Dipikd, of the30th July, is sorry to point out that the 
neglect of the Jajpur Municipality in the Cuttuck 
district to provide proper drainage channels has 
resulted in the destruction of the property of the residents of Kapielswar, 
Belumpur, Bibi Serai, and Dasabtar portions of that municipality. The writer 
exhorts the injured parties to sue the Jajpur Municipality for damages. 

63. ‘The same paper reports that the high floods in the Mahanadi and 

Wicsta te Gas Gediics baka Kathjuri rivers have done a great deal of mischief 

SE NE MELE OEE to the property and live-stock of people residing in 
those parts of the Cuttack district. through which those rivers pass. 

64. The same paper points out that the distribution of parchas to raiyats 
by the amins of the Settlement Department in the 
interior of Cuttack and Puri districts has become 8 
great source of trouble and oppression, because for each parcha a charge of six 
annas is made. The raiyats pay the amount to the amins in the hope that 
the latter will create for them a better title to the lands in their possessions. 

65. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 3rd August, proposes the extension 
The Hi; of the High Level Canal from Bhadrak to Savarna- 

» tgp tere Spee. rekha, as a great portion of the Balasore district 
will be thereby supplied with water in seasons of drought. 

66. The Samvad Vahika, of the 4th August, complains of want of ram in the 
ike __. Balasore district, in consequence of which the stand- 
wnfall in the Balasore district. ing crop may be very much injured. 

67. The Utkal Dipika, of the 6th August, is sorry to find that the road 
communication between Bhadrak in the Balasore 
district and Jajpur in the Cuttack district is in the 
worst condition imaginable. As Bhadrak has no 
civil court, and its residents are required to go to Jajpur to file their suits in the 
court of the Munsif, the want of a good road is keenly felt by them. The 
writer therefore advises the District Board of Balasore to attend to that portion 


of the road that lies between Manjuri and Balighai. | 


The Jajpur Municipality. 


Settlement proceedings in Orissa. 


Road communication between 
Bhadrak and Cuttack. 
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68. The same paper does not at all sympathise with the object of the 
Conference that sat lately at Belvedere to discuss 
the subject of compulsory sanitdtion, and ‘observes 
that.improvement in that direction may be effected gradually and slowly under 
the existing law, and without striking a death-blow at the principle of Local 
Sclf-Government. ony oF dd ok de i 

69. The same r points out that a great deal of distress prevails ; 
Bes * cain eneher, ba Saibiri portaons of the Cuttack 
district, owing to destruction of property and crops 
in the late flood of the Mahanadi river and its several branches. 

70. The same paper sympathises with some of the provisions of the Muni- 

us cipal Bill that is now in the Bengal Legislative 

eo Council, and observes that Government may be 
vested with certain powers which should only be exercised in exceptional instan- 
ces, as, for an instance, when a municipality does not properly attend to its 
duties, even after receiving repeated warnings on the subject. 


The Belvedere Conference. 


Distress in the Cuttack distriet. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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